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Designing the Road Map
Major Research Themes
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A NEW AMBITION FOR AGEING RESEARCH

“Ageing research is an area of great social, political and
economic importance for the European Union... | want to
re-focus research and innovation polices very clearly on
developing a coherent strategic research agenda which
will tackle the grand societal challenges, which include
both the promotion of healthy living and healthy ageing...
These challenges can only be confronted if innovative
and multi-disciplinary approaches are taken.”



A NEW AMBITION FOR AGEING RESEARCH

“Innovation contributes to tackling the most critical
societal challenges we are facing. Europe’s expertise
and resources must be mobilized in a coherent manner
and synergies between the EU and the Member States
must be fostered in order to ensure that innovations with a
societal benefit get to the market quicker. The launch of
the pilot Innovation Partnership on active and healthy
ageing is an important step  in that context.”

European Council, 4 Feb 2011



A NEW AMBITION FOR AGEING RESEARCH

The Barriers :
Society: the structural lag

Science: overemphasis on disciplines, separation
from users, inadequate knowledge transfer

Policy: fragmentation of departments/approaches,
Inadequate funding for research on ageing

European Union: the healthy life years gap, absence
of permanent scientific coordination and explorations

The need for a European Road Map
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BACKGROUND: OBJECTIVES,
PARTICIPANTS

A ROAD MAP for AGEING RESEARCH



A DEFINITIVE ROAD MAP FOR AGEING
RESEARCH IN EUROPE (FUTURAGE)

Objectives
State-of-the-art assessment of research priorities,
emerging fields and methods
Wide involvement of Europe’s leading scientists in the
ageing field
Full engagement with key non-academic stakeholders
In ageing research
Public information about ageing research
Launch the definitive Road Map
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A DEFINITIVE ROAD MAP FOR AGEING
RESEARCH IN EUROPE (FUTURAGE)

Participants
11 ERA-AGE partners
University of Namur (Belgium)
University of Heidelberg (Germany)
Lund University (Sweden)
Italian National Institute of Health and Science on Ageing
Universities of Leicester, Sheffield, Newcastle (UK)
University of Tampere (Finland)
Research Users: AGE Platform Europe, Age UK
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DESIGNING THE ROAD MAP

A ROAD MAP for AGEING RESEARCH
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EIGHT OVERARCHING PRINCIPLES

An Holistic Person — environment Approach to Ageing (All
Disciplines)

A Life Course Perspective (Continuous Ageing)
Multi-disciplinarity (The New Science of Ageing)

User / Stakeholder Engagement (The Key Role of Older
People)

Knowledge Exchange (Impact on Policy, Practice, Product
Development)

Diversity, Cross-national, Cross-cultural (The European
Research Area)

Capacity Building (Following Generations, NMS)
Maximising Technological Innovation (EU Priority)
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DESIGNING THE ROAD MAP

All Disciplines

Biogerontology: biology, biomedicine and genetics

Social and economic resources (including social
support and care provision)

Environments of ageing focusing primarily on the
physical environment

Healthy ageing and well being (physical and mental)
User / Stakeholder Engagement
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MULTIDISCIPLINARY PROGRAMME

MODEL

A o '3 <

new dynamics of ageing

a cross-council research programme

Home | Abaut | Ney

multidisciplinary research initiative with the ultimate aim of
improving quality of life of older people. The programme is a
unique collaboration between five UK Research Councils
EPSRC, BBSRC, MRC and AHRC - and is the largest and mos

am us research programme on ageing ever mounted in the
UK...

+ Read More « Latest News « Bulletin Board [invit only)

Who got that cash - THES

Twielve projects are to share £2 million in new grants to support research
into improving the guality of life of the elderly.

The New Dynamics of Ageing Programme (NDA), an interdisciplinary
collaboration between five of the UK's research councils, has issued its
second round of funding to "ensure that ageing research has the maximum
benefit 1o both the econammy and society’

interview Lifetime achievers: Alan Walker - Policy World.

( Arts & Humanities
4

Research Council

Documents Contact | Login

BBSRC/NDA Workshop on Biological
Research (closed)
01/03/2008

(tha)

Read More All Events

SPARC/NDA funding opportunities workshop
07/03/2008

A one-day funding oppartunities warkshop designed for biology
researchers. The aim of the workshop is 10 discuss funding
opponunities for researchers with Interests in ageing and provide
information.

Read More All Events

bioscience for the future

Medical
Researc
Council

omy anss]
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THE CASE FOR
INTER/MULTIDISCIPLINARITY

Interdisciplinary research should not be
conducted for its own sake but, rather as a
deliberate response to specific research needs.

Bridging Disciplines in the Brain, Behavioural
and Clinical Sciences, 2000, p.4.
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MAJOR RESEARCH THEMES

A ROAD MAP for AGEING RESEARCH
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SEVEN MAJOR RESEARCH THEMES

Major Research Themes

Healthy Ageing for More Life in Years
Maintaining and Regaining Mental Capacity

Inclusion and Participation in the Community and
Labour Market

Social Protection: Quality and Sustainability

Ageing Well at Home and in Community Environments
Unequal Ageing and Age-related Inequalities
Biogerontology
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Significance

Fundamental Insights Necessary for Future Research
Overview of Current Knowledge

Main Priority Sub-topics

Specific Research Questions
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Healthy Ageing
Biogerontology V B. ’
’ iogerontology
’ —/

.Unequal Ageing

Healthy Ageing /
\){7’ Social Participation

Social and Economic

Resources :
Home and Community
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THE FUTURAGE ROAD MAP
FOR AGEING RESEARCH IN EUROPE

CHANGING THE LANDSCAPE OF
EUROPEAN AGEING RESEARCH



FOUR IMPLEMENTATION PRIORITIES

Framework Programme Priority for Ageing Research
Infrastructure: A Virtual European Institute

Capacity Building: Multi-disciplinarity, New Member
States and the Next Generations

Funding for User Engagement / Knowledge Exchange
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THE NEW LANDSCAPE OF EUROPEAN
AGEING RESEARCH

More Multi-disciplinary

More Diverse in Methods (e.g. Translational, Social and
Biological, Longitudinal)

More Holistic Approach to Ageing (Life Course, Diversity,
Contextual)

Closer Reference to End Users, Including Older People (from
subjects to partners)

Greater Emphasis on Impact (the 3p’s)
Close Cooperation Between all Member States (European

Institute)
More Responsive to the Grand Challenge
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POLITICAL SUPPORT

“For example, the ‘FUTURAGE’ Initiative is an FP7
European project which aims to produce a definitive road
map which will guide European research on ageing for the
next ten years to come. The ‘FUTURAGE’ programme is
undertaking the most extensive consultation ever
conducted in this field and it is mobilising stakeholders,
Including medical practitioners, policy makers, industry and
representatives of older people to work out the terms of
this road map...”



THE FUTURAGE ROAD MAP
FOR AGEING RESEARCH IN EUROPE

A New Ambition for Ageing Research
Background: Objectives, Participants
Designing the Road Map
Major Research Themes

Changing the Landscape of European Ageing
Research

Conclusion
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THE FUTURAGE ROAD MAP
For Ageing Research in Europe

THANK YOU
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WITH THANKS TO///IHT

Left to right Back row: Ms Aline Marcowycz, Dr Tony Maltby, Dr Carlos Chiatti , Professor Hans-Werner Wa  hl,
Middle row: Assoc. Professor Torbjérn Svensson, Prof essor James Goodwin, Professor Carol Jagger, Dr Gio  vanni Lamura

Front row: Professor Susanne Iwarsson, Ms Alice Sin igaglia, Ms Juliet Craig, Professor Alan Walker, Pr  ofessor Stuart Parker
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ALSO THANKS TO...

The Counclil of Scientists
ERA-AGE Partnhers
All other Participants



